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This study presents a first exploration of Swedish—German contacts in the field of anatomy between 1930
and 1950, a subject of research that has only recently come into focus. Based on the background of the gen-
eral cultural and scientific exchange between Sweden and Germany and the biographies of the Swedish
anatomist Gosta Haggqvist (1891-1972) and his German colleague Hermann Stieve (1886-1952), this
study identifies specific areas of collaboration between anatomists of the two countries. These include
mutual professional career advancement, publication of research results, the exchange of technological
expertise and transfer of anatomical specimens. The investigation also examines the use of “material”
from executed persons in Sweden and Germany as well as public postwar critiques of this practice. Open
research questions on Swedish-German interactions in anatomy during this time period are formulated.
The contacts between Haggqvist and Stieve give insight into the impact of scientific collaborations and
controversial political liaisons in the relationship between Swedish and German science in recent history.
The study is based on documents from German and Swedish archives, including Nobel Prize nominations
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and reports from the Nobel Archive for Physiology or Medicine in Stockholm.
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1. Introduction

The history of anatomy in National Socialism has only become
a focus of systematic research in the last decade (Hildebrandt
and Redies, 2012). One thus far neglected aspect relates to sci-
entific contacts during the National Socialist period between
German anatomists and their colleagues in officially politically
neutral countries like Sweden. During the 1930s, academic con-
tacts between Sweden and Germany were supported by several
so-called German-friendly organizations. However, the German-
Swedish interactions in medicine between 1933 and 1945 have not
been thoroughly investigated, despite the fact that physicians made
up a large part of the membership of National Socialist associations
in Sweden.

The Stockholm anatomist Gosta Higgqvist was one of the most
influential Swedish anatomists and histologists during the first
half of the 20th century. He has remained a subject of contro-
versy because of his outspokenly friendly attitude toward National
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Socialist ideology and his commitment to spreading National
Socialist propaganda in Sweden. He also maintained close con-
tacts to medical representatives of the “Third Reich” and his
German colleagues, particularly Hermann Stieve (Hansson, 2013).
This investigation takes a first look at the cooperation between
anatomists in National Socialist (NS) Germany and their colleagues
in officially politically neutral countries in the years from 1930
to 1950. Based on the background of the general cultural and
scientific exchange between Sweden and Germany and the biogra-
phies of Higgqvist and Stieve, this study identifies specific areas
of collaboration between anatomists of the two countries. These
include mutual professional career advancement, publication of
research results, the exchange of technological expertise and trans-
fer of anatomical specimens. The investigation also examines the
available evidence concerning the use of “material” from executed
persons in Sweden and Germany as well as public postwar critiques
of this practice. Finally, open research questions are formulated on
Swedish-German interactions in the field of anatomy during this
time period.

2. Material

This study is based on sources from archives in Germany
and Sweden. Documents relating to Higgqvist and Stieve have



























